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July 2017
Dear Parents/Carers
As we reach the end of the academic year, we begin to look
ahead to the new term in September.
The final phase of our school redevelopment is on track to be
completed by January 2018 and we will finally have the school
building our children deserve. We have been very lucky to
receive this investment from both central government and
Bracknell Forest Council.
The new school areas will be modern learning spaces, which will give us the
opportunity to be creative in the way we teach. The redeveloped spaces will feature moveable walls,
allowing teachers to design the learning spaces in a creative and flexible way. This will encourage
collaboration between the children and the staff to ensure that every child can achieve their potential.
Our new enlarged school hall will make sure we have the space needed for the school to come together to
celebrate our achievements and provide a great space for our exhibitions and performances.
Thank you for your patience during the redevelopment.
Mrs Thomas
After 15 years of teaching at Great Hollands, Mrs Thomas has made the difficult decision to move to a
school closer to home. We would like to say a HUGE thank you to Mrs Thomas
for the amazing learning experience she has delivered for the children in her
classes over the years. Mrs Thomas is an incredibly dedicated teacher who has
worked tirelessly for our children year after year. Now she has a family of her
own its time for her to make sure she has the time to give some of that
dedication to her own children, and moving to a school closer to home will help
her do just that!
We wish her all the best for the future and we know the school will not be the
same without her. We will miss her enthusiasm, energy in all she does and her
optimism and confidence that every child will achieve their very best. She has
helped us all keep positive and upbeat and her sense of fun and enjoyment in
the classroom is infectious. I know that Mrs Thomas will be a credit to her new
school and I hope the move will mean that she gets much more time with her family.
Staffing Updates
This July, we will be saying goodbye to Mr Woods (4MC) and Mrs Pheney (Nursery). We
thank them both for being such fantastic members of our school community and wish
them well in their new schools.
From September, Mrs Lee (5JL) will be reducing her days in school and working across
the school supporting classes and groups of children to help them to achieve their
best. Mrs Lee has been working at the school since 2009 and we are fortunate that
she is able to stay with us in the Autumn Term to provide school wide support.
With the new academic year, we will be welcoming some new faces to
the team. Miss Baillie will be joining us all the way from Australia to join Miss
Birkhead in the Year 4 team and Mr Lee (no relation to Mrs Lee!), will be
joining Miss Smith in Year 5.
We are extremely fortunate that we are very well staffed as a school
although we are still looking to recruit additional support for our Year 6 team.

Fundraising Fairies
On Tuesday 11th July, the Fundraising Fairies from Charity Club held their
‘Cake Off’ and after school cake sale in aid of Sebastian’s Trust. We were
overwhelmed by the amount of donations we received and we are
delighted to announce that they raised a massive £435.14!
The ‘Cake Off’ was judged by Mr Baker who found it very hard to decide
on a winner. Eventually though, after some careful consideration, he chose Megan
(Nursery), Kacey (Year 1), Conner (Year 2), Olivia (Year 3), Roseanna (Year 4), James-Robert (Year 5) and
Mikey (Year 6). Well done to the winners and a huge THANK YOU to everyone for their support!

Nursery (FS1)
As we fast approach the end of the year, the children
in Nursery have continued to work very hard. They
have produced some fantastic work for a fabulous
exhibition based on their ‘Growing’ topic.

Reception (FS2)
The Reception classes (FS2) have been very busy planting
sunflowers, using pastels in the style of Van Gogh, making a
sunflower collage and doing lots of writing and maths related to
the farm and to growing. Our sunflowers have been growing
very well and we are all very proud of our sunflower gallery.

Foundation Stage Fun Day
Both the Nursery and Reception classes had
an exciting Fun Day on 16th June. In the
morning, the children had a visit from a
mobile farm and had the chance to meet the
animals up close. Everyone enjoyed seeing
the animals, particularly Dave the donkey
and Graham the sheep!
It was lovely to have parents, grandparents
and carers join us for a picnic lunch and for
them to be able to spend time looking at all
the lovely work the children have done.

We would like to thank you all for coming and sharing our special day.
PEEP
We would like to say a big thank you to all the families in F1 and F2
who have joined us for PEEP this year, your input into these sessions is
so valuable.
PEEP in September will be looking at Developing Communication and Language using the Outdoors. We
look forward to working with you then!

Year 1
The Year 1 children have carried on their learning in maths using
Carrbars and we have been comparing the Carrbar values to the
corresponding coins. Doing this has really helped the children to
remember which coins we can use as a few of us tried to use a 3
Carrbar to make amounts!

We have really enjoyed finding out about the brave work of Grace Darling.
We enjoyed role playing her story and hot seating the characters in the story
before writing. This really helped to bring the story to life. We also thought of
some great adjectives to describe her and the stormy night of 1838.

Year 2
Year 2 have been continuing their topic work learning
all about life under the sea. They have had great fun
designing and making an under the sea diorama
with moving sea animals using mechanisms. They
had to decide which mechanism would be best for
each animal. They also wrote some excellent
instructions on how to make them. Their work was
displayed for parents and carers to see at our mini
gallery on Friday 7th July. We hope you enjoyed
coming to take a closer look, it was lovely seeing so
many of you there!

Year 3
The children in Year 3 enjoyed their trip
to Bracknell Town Centre where they
learnt about Bracknell past, present
and future. They were able to go to
the top of Ocean House from where
they had a bird’s eye view of the
redevelopment of the town as well as
a look at an exhibition. The children
had the privilege of eating their
lunch in the Council Chambers
where they each sat in a meeting
chair and had a go at speaking
through the microphone on the
table in front of them.

We have also enjoyed a trip to Bosham near Chichester.
There were a few concerns about the weather but in the
end the rain held off. While we were there, the tide was out
and the conditions were perfect to look for crabs and other
sea life.

We would like to share with you some exciting competition news. The children in Year 3 entered the John
Lewis community portrait competition this year and we are delighted with the result. Nathan in Mrs Thomas’
class won the prize draw and received some art materials for himself and a signed picture for the school by
artist Paul Thurlby. Anshu, Kaci-Louise, Joshua and Jonas in Mrs Thomas’ class will have their portraits
displayed in John Lewis, Reading from the end of July. Well done everybody!

Year 4
In Year 4 this term, we have been
comparing Bracknell, Sonning
and Portsmouth and have been
creating landscapes. As a finish
to our volcano topic work, we
recently had a great time
creating papier mache
volcanoes and making them
erupt. The children used
washing-up liquid, red paint,
vinegar and baking soda for
their eruptions, and found out
that some lasted a long time
while others were over very
quickly.
During the last two weeks of term, we have been focusing on themed work about Africa and we know the
children would love for their parents and carers to come and look at their fantastic learning on Wednesday
19th July.

Year 5
The Year 5 teachers have been very proud of the children making links in their maths
and applying their calculation skills to estimating, reasoning and problem-solving
measures. We all had fun during the heatwave, estimating the volume of squash in
our cups and calculating how much a ‘sip’ might be. The children began to
appreciate the meaning of ‘practise makes perfect’ as their estimations became
more accurate.

The Year 5 children have been
inspired by Picasso’s Cubism
period and have had a go at
collaborating to create some
portraits using features from
this genre. We took
photographs to help capture
the creative process. All the
children have enjoyed
making their mark within their
team and all the teachers in
Year 5 have been impressed
by the pupils’ artistic
interpretations and ideas.

We have also been looking at some of the traditional stories from
the Sikh religion. The children really enjoyed acting out some of the
stories and could interpret the moral meaning of the story. Many of
the stories were captured on camera, as the pupils are trying hard
to improve their presentation skills.

Year 6
On 16th June, Year 6 began their project of dissecting a lamb’s heart. They have been learning about how
the heart is the most powerful organ/muscle in the body.
‘Firstly, Mrs Temperton taught us about
the inner workings of the heart and
‘circulation’. Next, she gave us all a
demonstration on how to correctly cut
in to the fat surrounding the heart (and
not just destroy it with scissors…).
We felt which side was thicker and
incised the two ‘tubes’ (Pulmonary
Artery and Aorta) to find the various
heart strings situated throughout itself.
Then, we drew a diagram on the
playground showing the journey of
‘deoxygenated to oxygenated’ blood travelling through the lungs, body, brain and back again to the ‘filter’
part of the heart.’
By Malika and Harrison
As our Year 6 children enjoy their last few weeks at Primary School, they have continued to work hard and
we wish them all the best as they continue their journey into their secondary schools.

PE Department News
A few weeks ago, Mr Roberts received notification that our school had qualified to
become an ‘Active Cubs School of Excellence’. This has been achieved due to our
varied after school sporting clubs, our participation in local tournaments, healthy
school lunches and by encouraging our pupils to walk or ride to school each day. This
is something we can all be proud of, so well done everybody!
Kwik-Cricket Tournament Number 1
On Wednesday 28th June, our team set off to take
part in the first of this year’s LEA Kwik-Cricket
tournaments. As some of our Year 6 children were
on their transition days and unavailable to play,
some of our Year 5 children gladly stepped in to
take their places. There were two teams of eight
boys and eight girls and we arrived full of
enthusiasm and ready for the challenge.
Both teams put in a tremendous effort but
ultimately, we did not manage to secure victory
this time and all the children have said they would
like to return next year, when they are in Year 6, to
see if they can improve on this year.
Sports Day 2017
This year’s Sports Day was held on Friday 30th June. Unfortunately, due to the
building works leaving us restricted space and access this year, we were
unable to invite parents and carers to join us. However, this did not dampen
the competition and enthusiasm the children showed in the races. Years 1, 2
and 3 took part in the morning and Years 4, 5 and 6 in the afternoon.
The morning session was won by Amber house and the afternoon session was
won by Ruby house. The scores from both sessions and the scores from the inter-house
tournaments throughout the year were added together and Mr Roberts announced that RUBY and AMBER
had become joint winners in an assembly the following week.
Well done to everyone for showing fantastic sportsmanship and making our sports day a success this year
despite things being a little different!
Kwik-Cricket Tournament Number 2
After suffering defeat in the first tournament, our Year 6 and Year 5 B teams arrived
at Wellington College ready to give it their very best effort. The Year 5 team tried
their best against the other schools in their group but sadly did not make it through to
the semi-finals.
Year 6 got off to a flying start, beating all the teams in their group and qualifying for
the semi-finals. The team were a little disheartened when they heard that they
would face Whitegrove but they bravely carried on and managed to secure victory
by one run! Full of confidence after the semi-final win, the team went through to the
final and were delighted when it was announced that they had won the
tournament.
We now have the trophy and the
team received gold medals.
Although the Year 5 team had not
done as well as the Year 6 team, the
celebrations began and there was
much singing and merriment on the
minibus all the way back to school –
all who took part had a great day.
Well played everyone!

And finally…
Every member of the school team has worked incredibly hard this year. It has been a challenging year for
us but we have a very bright future as part of the Maiden Erlegh Trust. With our new buildings and our
updated curriculum, we have had many changes to adapt to. As ever, the staff have risen to the
challenge and have made sure that your child’s educational development is at the heart of all we do.
Have an enjoyable summer,

Richard Ferris
Headteacher

FROGS News
Due to the building works ongoing at school at the moment, we have been unable to
hold our Summer Fair or Fireworks Display this year. Both these events will return in 2018
when the work has been completed and we would like to thank you for your support
in the events we have been able to organise this year. We hope you all have a lovely
summer holiday and we look forward to seeing you in September for more great
events!
We are always delighted to welcome new volunteers to join the
committee and help to share the tasks around. We cannot keep
putting on events with the small number of volunteers that we have
and it would be a tremendous loss if we had to start cancelling events
due to lack of volunteers.
Our next committee meeting is Friday 15th September at 7.00pm in
Silver Hall. Children are welcome to come along as we know
childcare is often an issue. Please come and meet us and get
involved for your children. If you would like to volunteer to help at any
of our events, it would be greatly appreciated! If you would like to know more about the FROGS in general,
please leave your name at the office or email us at frogspta@gmail.com

The theme for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge is ANIMAL AGENTS, featuring
characters exclusively designed by the award-winning children’s illustrator, Tony Ross.
Your child can help the Animal Agents, a bunch of furry, slippery and four-legged
friends solve a library mystery – with a huge helping of fun along the way!
If your child does not yet have an e+ card, visit your local library with a form of ID and
join up for free!
Children can sign up for the reading challenge from Saturday
15th July. They will be given a collector folder to keep a
record of their Summer Reading Challenge journey. As they read their books, each
child will receive special stickers to complete their folder. Once they have
collected the stickers they will be able to crack the case and catch the crook!
To complete the challenge, your child will need to visit the library 4 times during the
summer and read six books. Once they have completed the challenge they will be
awarded with a certificate and a medal!

Class Structure 2017-18
Year

Teacher

Support Staff

Inclusion

Foundation Stage 1 am
(Nursery)

Miss P Marsh

Miss L Parry
Mrs C Bird

Mrs R Oakley

Foundation Stage 1 pm
(Nursery)

Miss P Marsh

Miss C Collins

Foundation Stage 2

Mrs C March
Miss L Jones

Miss S Wright
Miss R Docherty

Mrs M Creech
Miss S Taylor

Year 1

Mrs C Pratt
Mr M Thomas

Mrs D Lindsey
Mrs S Gadsby

Miss D Malyon

Year 1/2

Mrs K Fifield

Mrs K Griffin

Year 2

Miss V Estcourt
Mrs V Andrew

Mrs A Wheeler
Mrs G Graham

Year 3

Mrs G van der Rest
Miss L Hawkins

Mrs H Martin
Mrs A Durbridge

Year 4

Miss C Birkhead
Miss L Baillie

Mrs K Dower
Mrs S Fallon

Year 5

Miss E Smith
Mr R Lee

Miss J Brown
Mrs H Sparshott

Year 6

Mrs N Watson
Mr S Phillips

Mrs S Botley
Mrs M Matthews

Physical Education

Mr J Roberts

Mr D Sleet
Mr L Simpson

July 2017
Monday 17th July
Tuesday 18th July
Wednesday 19th July
Thursday 20th July

Friday 21st July
Friday 21st July

Reports sent home to parents including class information for
September
Year 4 Parents Open Afternoon – 2.30pm
Nursery End of Term – normal times apply
New class transition afternoon – most classes
Nursery New Parents Meeting – 9.15am in Silver Hall
Year 6 Summer Ball Prom in Silver Hall – 7.00pm-9.00pm (arrival
from 6.30pm for photos)
Year 6 Leavers Assembly – 9.15am in Silver Hall
End of Summer Term – school finishes at 2.15pm

September 2017
Monday 4th September
Tuesday 5th September
Wednesday 6th September
Monday 11th September
Tuesday 19th September
Wednesday 20th September
Tuesday 26th September
Wednesday 27th September
Thursday 28th September

INSET DAY – Children not in school
INSET DAY – Children not in school
Start of Autumn Term – doors open at 8.40am, school starts at
8.50am
Nursery Start of Term
Year 3 ‘Welcome to KS2’ and ‘Keep Reading’ Make and Take
Session
Year 3 ‘Welcome to KS2’ and ‘Keep Reading’ Make and Take
Session
Year 1 Maths Game Make and Take Session
School Photos (individual and siblings)
Year 1 Maths Game Make and Take Session
Year 1 Maths Game Make and Take Session

October 2017
Tuesday 3rd October
Wednesday 4th October
Tuesday 10th October
Wednesday 11th October
Thursday 12th October
Monday 16th – Friday 21st
October
Tuesday 17th October
Wednesday 18th October
Thursday 19th October
Monday 23rd – Friday 27th
October

FS2 (Reception) Magic Boxes
FS2 (Reception) Magic Boxes
Year 2 Maths Game Make and Take Session
Year 2 Maths Game Make and Take Session
Year 2 Maths Game Make and Take Session
FS1 (Nursery) Make and Take Sessions
Year 6 to PGL – All week
Year 1 Phonics & Spelling Make and Take Session
Year 1 Phonics & Spelling Make and Take Session
Year 1 Phonics & Spelling Make and Take Session
HALF TERM

Feedback Form
Please let us know your thoughts on school life... You can tell us anything, for example:
Well done, I really like…

Please pass on my thanks to…

My child says it is really good when…

I would like more information on…

Can I have some help with…

I am unhappy about…

Please try to improve by…

I can help in the school with…

My child is in Year_____________

Name: ____________________________ (optional)

